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THE RESPONSA OF THE BABYLONIAN 
GEONIM AS A SOURCE OF JEWISH 
HISTORY 
By Jacob Mann, Jews' College, London. 

Introduction.^ 

The period of the Babylonian Geonim, extending over 

four centuries and a half of great importance for the history 

of the Jews, runs in a parallel line with the rise of the new 

religion of Isldm and the wonderful political ascendancy 

of the Arabs. In the time of the earliest Geonim falls the 

Hegira of Muhammed (63a c. E.), and during the whole 

of the Gaonic period (till about 1050 c. E.), the fate of the 

greater part of the Jews was coupled with the vicissitudes 

of the Moslem Empire. We have only to recall to memory 

the importance of such Jewish communities as Bagdad and 

Wasit, Kufa and Basrah, Fustat and Cairo, Kairowan and 
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458 THE JEWISH QUARTERLY REVIEW 

Fez, in order to realize the close connexion between the 
history of the Arabs with that of the Jewry of that period ; 
all these cities were founded by the Arabs during the time 
of their wonderful territorial expansion. What the landing 
of the Arabs in Spain (711 C.E.) meant both for the Jews of 
that country and for Jewry at large is well known. The 
internal history of the Jews of that period is characterized 
by the spread and the general acceptance of Rabbinic 
Judaism as embodied in the Babylonian Talmud and by 
the opposition it was subjected to on the part of the 
sectarians in Israel, especially the Karaites. The greater 
part of our knowledge, scanty and fragmentary as it is, 
about the life of the Jews of that period, is derived from 
the Gaonic responsa. These letters of reply which the 
Geonim, as the recognized leaders of Jewry, sent to their 
correspondents all over the diaspora, comprise the greater 
part of the literary activity of the Geonim ; in other literary 
works this period was far from being prolific, and still 
less productive in historical books. It should be kept in 
mind that even in the chronology of the period, from the 

Gion. 11 = Geonica II, containing lE'N HfJan fO CJIWH ni31E>ni nhm 

D'llTD^, ed. Ginzberg, New York, 1909. 
JQR. = Jewish Quarterly Review. 
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Monatsschrift= Monatsschrift fur Geschichte und Wissenschaft des Judentums. 
Einleit. = Einleitung in die Responsen der Babylonischen Geonen, by Dr. Joel 

Mllller, Berlin, 1891. 
ZfHB. = Zeitschriftftlr HebrSische Bibliographie. 
Gr. V* = Graetz, Geschichte derjuden, vol. V, fourth edition, 1909. 
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of the Geonim of Sura and Pumbedita ' by Epstein and Bacher 
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time of the last Amoraim till the end of the Gaonate, we 
would not find our way were it not for such a responsutn 
known as the Letter of Sherira.^ In fact, these responsa, 
as far as they are extant, are a real treasure-trove for the 
knowledge of the life of the Jews of that period, especially 
in such points where the information to be obtained from 
external sources entirely fails. The responsa furnish in 
particular ample material for our knowledge of the internal 
life of the Jews : their relations to the authorities and to 
their non-Jewish neighbours, their economic position, their 
communal organization, and their standard of culture and 
morality. All this material has not yet been made use of 
sufficiently ; the Jewish history of that period was rather 
treated as a collection of biographies of the prominent 
spiritual and communal leaders. Important as this aspect 
of historical treatment is, the life of the people as 
a whole is of sufficient importance to be investigated and 
understood. In this treatise therefore the latter course of 
historical investigation will chiefly be followed. 

In the following pages the responsa of the Babylonian 
Geonim only are considered, so that the general results 
obtained can hardly claim to be exhaustive and complete. 
In using the responsa for the purpose of reconstructing 
history great care has to be exercised. These responsa, 
when sent by the heads of the two great Babylonian 
Academies, had formal headings and conclusions,* according 

' Likewise the report of Nathan the Babylonian about the installation 
of the exilarch (in Neubauer, Med. Jew. Chronicles, II = Neub.II, 83-5) is 
quoted by Ibn Verga in his Shebet Jehuda, No. 42, as found in ' the responsa 
of early Geonim ' (DW^'NI D*31N3 nUlCna). 

' Some concluding phrases of the responsa are similar to those of the 
Muhammedan Fetwas, see Goldziher, ZDMG., LIU, 645-52 and Mailer, 
Vienna Oriental Journal, XIV, 171. 

H h 3 
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to the fashion of that age, in which the dates of composi- 
tion as well as the names of the correspondents and the 
positions they held in their communities were mentioned. 
Unfortunately in most responsa at our disposal these 
formalities were not preserved. The several collectors of 
these responsa were chiefly anxious about the preservation 
of the Halakic decisions of the Geonim, and everything 
else was regarded as superfluous and was accordingly 
omitted. For the same sake of brevity the letters of question 
which the correspondents addressed to the Geonim are in 
most cases either abridged or not extant.* Thus it results 
that in many cases the names of the Geonim are not 
mentioned at all, or there are differences in the various 
collections as regards the authors of the responsa, especially 
when they deal with similar cases. In a still less degree 
have the names of the correspondents, their places of 
residence, and the dates of composition been preserved. 
As a result, it is often very difficult to fix the place and 
the time of an event or custom we learn from the responsa. 
Similarly only on rare occasions are the names of the 
parties concerned given in the responsa. The men are 
called as a rule by the names of the twelve tribes in the 
order given in the Pentateuch, e.g. Reuben, Simeon, &c., 
or they assume other Biblical names ; whereas the women 
are named after Jacob's wives, Leah, Rachel, &c. (cp. e.g. 
p"3, No. 133). Likewise it is difficult to ascertain the 
amounts of money invested in partnerships or in other 
business transactions. When copying the responsa, the 

1 Cp. e. g. C'lM, No. 153 : K53 nlDfiNa pNT Jji? "11"!^ ilVOt? DnS'NB'n 
J'JJjn ?3i 'r'n niE*T, where reference was made in the complete form of 
question to an historic event concerning the Jews, as the answer of the 
Rabbi or Gaon shows. 
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scribes usually used the Talmudic expressions : 100 Minae 
(nJD nsD) or loo denarii (p"U*T nt(0, cp. e.g. fn-, No. 49). 
The expression DM Wi^ is used for any country to be 
reached by sea frbm the place of the correspondent.® 

As regards such responsa, the place of destination of 
which is unknown, it may be argued that they were sent 
to communities distant from the academies. For the 
nearer communities there was no need for written answers; 
the scholars and the disciples that visited the two Acade- 
mies during the large gatherings in the Kallah-months," 
hailing from the various communities around the academies, 
brought with them theoretical as well as practical questions 
and received the required answers orally from the Geonim. 
Only the distant communities in Persia, and especially 
those outside Babylon, sent written questions, for which 
written answers were required. Thus there actually exist 
responsa to the distant community of Basrah at the Persian 
Gulf, as will be shown later. R. Hai Gaon in a responsum 
to Kairowan (in Or Zarua, II, § 43a, p. 177) mentions that 
the Halakhas of R. Yehudai Geon were known in Babylon 
only a hundred years after his death, when Jewish captives 
from Christian countries brought them to Babylon (cp. 
Epstein on the Halakot Gedolot (J'n), p. ai, and also Eppen- 
stein, Monatsschrift, 1911, 73a, note 1). This shows that 

5 Cp. also the interesting remarks by the correspondent in K'WD *"T n*1D', 
No. 114 (cited in IIIP^D T\'''2,, I, 115 ff-), about the collections of Gaonic 
Responsa: £3nS3 inN 3VD ^V mOIJ? p-N nmcnnE' 1J''311K0 Di>V3 N^l 

nsp ion* m dpi jniN d^p^nvon iv» noEinn \ra. ojajc fn» pm''r\ 
rh^v ^v DnTimBTia nin Dyiwno nain dj ,tn^i>V3 rb\h DiTTioibtud 
^^3 onnx onio ij^t^n in nN"ii.n nnwD ona ntn ynv^ nnx. 

" Cp. the description in the report of Nathan the Babylonian (in Neub., 

II, 87-8). See also n"j, No. 312: ntn p3V3 niabnn 5)W ana t>aN 
. . . xb tnna pw ''N3''jn 'n no dn 'oann li'Ntw sh i*3m. 
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these decisions of R. Yehudai were originally sent to con- 
gregations abroad. We find further R. Hai having no 
knowledge of responsa of his predecessors which his corre- 
spondents from foreign countries quote (see n*J Nos. 80, 
2,60, 376, and 383). All this proves that most of the 
extant responsa were sent to communities distant from the 
academies. (About the various collections of the responsa 
see Mtiller, Einleit., chs. 1-13.) "^ 



I. The Jewries of the Diaspora and their rela- 
tions WITH THE Babylonian Geonim. 

The influence of the Geonim extended over a wide 
field. Babylon, Asia Minor, the countries around the 
Mediterranean, including even France and Germany, are 
all represented in the great number of responsa the Geonim 
sent to their correspondents all over the Diaspora. From 
these letters of the Geonim we learn either of the existence 
of Jewish communities in the above countries, or we obtain 
new information about those that are already known from 
other sources. There converged at Sura and Pumbedita, as 

' Most of the responsa contained in the collection which forms a part of 
Brit. Mus. Add. 26,977 (see Margoliouth, Catalogue, II, No. 566, and cp. 
Marx, Z/HB., XIII, 172) are the same as found in P*J, though the order is 
somewhat different. — Of more interest is Brit. Mus. Add. 27,181 (see 
Margoliouth, /. c, No. 565) containing extensive extracts from Juda 
Albarcelbni's pin "IDD, a part of which formed nilDBTI 'D from which 
considerable extracts are also to be found in the MS. ; Halberstam's 
edition of rnip2 ''VhTCh nilDE' "B (1898), from Bodl. Sgo*, should be 
compared with these extracts. As is the case with the other writings of 
Barceloni, the Gaonic responsa as well as those of Alfasi have been fully 
cited in this jnn 'D. Several of these responsa are not to be found in the 
other collections. 
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it were, connecting links from all the various communities, 
which transmitted on the one hand instruction and spiritual 
guidance from both those centres of Jewish learning, and 
recorded on the other hand the conditions of Jewry in the 
countries of its dispersion. At the beginning of the Gaonic 
period the influence of the Geonim probably extended 
only as far as Babylon. This fact will account for the 
very small number of responsa we possess from the earlier 
Geonim. Only with the growth of the Arabian expansion 
to the north and east of Arabia, and especially to the west 
reaching to Spain, and occasionally even to southern France 
and southern Italy, the sphere of activity of the Geonim 
widened, and the connexions of the academies with the 
outside communities increased. In the time of R. Hai 
(998-1038), the last of the Geonim, this intercourse reached 
its maximum. We shall now consider in detail the rela- 
tions of each country with the Geonim. 

I. IrAk {Babylon). Irak was the most important centre 
of Jewry during the Amoraic times and large numbers of 
Jews must have lived there. This position of importance 
Ir&k retained throughout the Gaonic period. It was only 
towards the close of the Gaonate that the centre of gravita- 
tion was transferred to Spain and other European countries. 
During the time of the Amoraim till the beginning of the 
Gaonic period, the bulk of the Jews of Irak must have 
lived around Nisibis, Nehardea, Mehusa, Sura, and Pumbe- 
dita. Already at the beginning of the third century, 
when Rab came to Sura, many Jews lived in that dis- 
trict.* Of the large Jewish communities at Nisibis and 
Nehardea we learn already from Josephus {Ant., XVIII, 9^, 

« See Sherira, Utter, 29, top : N"im mm ni3 HIH kS Nfian^ p^mniNI 

. . . Dnn "K'^sj bKiC" iini n^dhd nhd Nim ntid. 
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§§ 31 i-ia and 9', § 379). Several other Jewish com- 
munities in Babylon are referred to in the writings of the 
Geonim. Most of them are known already from references 
in the Babylonian Talmud. The references, however, that 
are to be found in the Gaonic literature, show us that these 
communities continued their existence for several centuries 
later. The Gaon of Pumbedita in 589 was R. Hanan of 
Iskiya, which place is perhaps identical with Sekia on the 
eastern bank of the Euphrates (see Briill, Jahrbiicher, 
II, 54, note 80). The community of Nehar Pekod was 
represented at the Academy of Sura by three Geonim, 
viz. R. Haninah in 689, R. Jacob in 715, and Mar R. Mari 
ha-Cohen in 751. The Gaon of Pumbedita after 689, 
R. Hiyya, hailed from the province of Messene (!E"d), near 
the Persian Gulf. R. Ahai, the well-known author of the 
Sheeltolh, was from Shabha. The community of Naresh 
had the honour of having one of its sons, R. Nehilai, attain 
the dignity of Gaon of Sura (697). The Gaon of Pumbedita 
in 798 hailed from Shiiha (TiiJC; about this place s^t Geon. 
I, 41, note i). From a place called ''"1N173, near Bagdad, 
came R. Isaiah, the Gaon of Pumbedita in 796 [Letter, 
p. 37, 1. 13 : "nani' NaipriDT Nn» nsib). 

The last two centuries of the Persian rule in Babylon 
were for the Jews centuries of suffering and persecution 
for their religion, as we learn from the scanty information 
Sherira gives in his Letter (p. 35, top, and p. 33, bottom ; 
Gr.y V*, 3-16). Some details as to the dealings of the 
Magians are to be obtained from n^j, Nos. 297-8. There 
used to be a weekly tax upon every household to contribute 
wood for the fire-temples, and Jews had to contribute as 
well. Further, on a certain night, called nns, the Magians 
used to exact from every house candles for illuminating 
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their temples. With the advent of the Arabs (637-43 C. E.), 
the lot of the Jews was changed for the better, and the 
religious persecutions ceased. Peroz-Shabur, or Anbar,* 
must have been then an important Jewish centre. AH, the 
fourth Caliph, on his coming to Ir^k in 655, was received 
near Perdz-Shabur by the Gaon R. Isaac at the head of 
a procession of ninety thousand Jews (Sherira in his Letter, 
35, note 16, according to one reading). The town of 
Bagdad, however, founded by al-Mansur in 763, but not 
finished till some years later, soon became the principal 
centre for the Jews of Irak. A vivid picture of the enormous 
trade that flourished there is drawn by Kremer, Ctdtur- 
geschichte des Orients, in the chapter headed ' Die Stadt 
des Heils' (vol. II, C. a; see also Weil, Geschichte der 
Kalifen, II, 76-7, and Aug. Miiller, Der Islam im Morgen- 
ti. Abeiidland, I, 471 ff.). Jews settled in Bagdad soon 
after its foundation. Graetz (V*, 179) refers to the fact that 
R. Natroi, the successor of R. Samuel (748) to the dignity 
of Gaon of Pumbedita, was from Bagdad, as Sherira reports 
in his Letter (p. 35, bottom : N"i3 NTTnn ICi mn nNin toi)- 
But it is hardly possible that the Bagdad founded by 
Mansxir is here referred to. R. Natroi's successor, R. Dodai, 
became Gaon already in 761, i.e. before the foundation of 
Bagdad ! The Gaon R. Natroi must have therefore come 
from the town called Bagdad that existed in that neigh- 
bourhood before the coming of the Arabs (see Berliner, 
Beitrdge zur Geographie n. Etlmographie Babyloniens, 
p. 25). From other references, however, we learn of the 
growth of the Jewish community in the Bagdad of Mansur 
which soon outstripped its other namesake both in fame 
and greatness. About 814-16 the Jewish community there 
' About Anbar, see Gr., V*, 444, n. i. 
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was already so important that the two rival Geonim of 
Pumbedita met there for the Kallah (nb) meeting of the 
Academy (Sherira, Letter, 38, 1. 5 ff.). Probably they held 
this gathering in the presence of the Exilarch, who must 
have had his residence in Bagdad, the seat of the central 
government of the empii-e since the accession of the 
Abbasides (761). As the political head of the Jews, 
the Exilarch had often to confer with the central govern- 
ment at the court of the Caliph (see Nathan's report in 
Neub. II, 84, bottom, and 85, top). When Jews had 
grievances against the authorities, they would turn to the 
Exilarch for intervention by the central authorities on their 
behalf That the Exilarchs Ukba and David b. Zakkai 
lived in Bagdad we learn from Nathan's report (Neub. II, 
78 ff.), where ^'33 seems to be identical with Bagdad (so 
also Gr. V*, 454, note a). Al-Kasr, a suburb of Bagdad, 
was the birthplace of David b. Zakkai (Nathan, ibid., 79, 
cp. Ginzberg, Geon., I, 40, note 3). There lived also in 
Bagdad Jewish magnates of great influence at the Caliph's 
court. In the quan-els between Ukba and Cohen-Zedek, 
as well as between David b. Zakkai and Saadya, we see 
these magnates exerting their influence in favour of the one 
side or the other (see Nathan's report, ibid. II, 78 ff.). 
A somewhat legendary account of the influence of the 
Jewish magnate Netirah has been edited by Harkavy in 
Berliner's Festschrift, Hebrew part, 35 ff. Netirah's sons, 
Sahl and Isaac, were also both prominent men at the 
Caliph's court. After the death of David b. Zakkai, it 
seems that these magnates continued the practice of the 
Exilarch in intervening at the Caliph's court on behalf 
of the Jews. Thus in a responsum by some Rabbi the 
leaders of the community, to whom this responsum is 
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addressed, are requested to inform the Rabbi of their 
petitions and requests, who in his turn would instruct 
the influential Jews of Bagdad to intervene on their 
behalf with the central authorities {Geon., II, 87: ^3 pi 
IN o wjb!' iniT'jn njn niai'Dn isd Dai" NT" -wvi. rhv^xA T^n 
nn^i-a Dnw wmx -ick mna ^B'^< oniB'n D^na ii>5J3 nx nivj 
. . . ni'DH riND nai) la'^K-'' tKi . . . pntTno"^ Niitii 'no 133). 
These 'sons of Aaron' are probably identical with those 
whom the Gaon R. Nehemiah (of Pumbedita, 96a) in a 
letter (published by Cowley, 7QR., XIX, 106) mentions 
as the treasurers of all the donations sent for the Academy 
(1. 23: Ijk tnov pHN ■'33 ni h>V bn .T.TI). Perhaps the 
above responsum was also sent by R. Nehemiah, to whom, 
as it seems, the influential Jews of Bagdad lent their support. 
Ginzberg {Geon., II, 87) thinks that the author could not 
have been a Gaon, since he lived in Bagdad. But from 
casual references it appears that both Sherira and Hai 
carried on their official duties for some time at Bagdad. 
Thus we find R. Hai (see infra) in n*j, No. 278, using 
the same phrase, rDin3 vcsy 13NB' nxrn ™non 13 wnn pan 
nNlJ3 N%11. Probably the responsum was sent from 
that city. See further the extract from a Genizah 
letter (cited by Poznadski, Babyl. Geonim im nachgdon. 
Zeitalter, p. 90) : TSTji |» JWHID f^'2 y^n IDI^B'3 H'-n'' 3n3D1 
niabn vjs^ ny\m ytt/v nw ••a "ion i'E> ii^J '"''Nfi "i^int* 3nD0 ny 
niJIIJ . Sherira in a responsum {Geon., II, 206, 1. 7 ff., missing 
in o'lOJ , No. 44, where it is ascribed to Sherira) writes b^'s 
. . . 3D Dj Nyinn33 vnc pta coann nna pjrnj vn i^iiri cin3nn 
. . . rhfon runon it<nj33i''u»3 pjc vcay bx (probably niid3=) 
Still more noteworthy is MS. Bodl. (Hebr. c. 38. 49) con- 
taining a deed, apparently the confirmation of a will, drav/n 

'" Read "I35f3p32' (so also Aptowitzer, Mschr,, 1911, a^S). 
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Up at the ^nan l'^ of Sherira which met in Marheshwan, 
1309 Sel. = 998 c. E. at Bagdad ^?P''nJ? Npica." Lines 6-10 
read as follows: Nnm [xjjn V^ll Kn3''nm n[33] . , . (6) 

NroTiD cyxi n'jjn wmi w-i»["t] n[n]3 (7) xnnt^ wmi 

n:['':]d^ pjK' j;B>m tu\p njirii ns[^n njtn] (8) [wniD mu 
'asD n[i'an] nv ^t tij^t (9) xp'ny xpits'a n[i3] N3^[ij]m 
^njn |n rrn h^ nTno^x (lo). 3x3 »^k [Njanp] lirn [n3ni]D 
'i3i [^'V]ddn no |3 3''3n ^». The document is signed (1. 23) 
by Di^c^ p nn3;[D :] Dm3t« p .Tcm and countersigned by 
Sherira (3n yc' | nsTioi'X [ DNT Nine nna n''!5jfl). The former 
seem to have been N33T '•J'-n of Sherira's i'HJn n'u at 
Bagdad. This fragment is of importance in showing us 
that in the very year of his resignation (or a year before, 
if we Jake Sal. to begin in 312 B. c. E.), Sherira presided 
over the supreme court of the Academy which sat at 
Bagdad. This will throw new light on the disputed 
question about the two separate courts of Sherira and Hai 
in the period of their common activity (see especially 
Aptowitzer, JQR., N. S., IV, 35-8). The superscription 
of n":, No. 198, mentions that the i-esponsum came to 
... . , 3PJJ'' \m Ts>'&' CN-i "Nn iMnx ■•jsi' ih\h^ r^y^rs lye' 
hmr\ pi IT'S ^N TOiin dji nnsiw. nx 3in3i5 u^isi ir:s5j ns-ipji 
^3? Dinnij nisi n'^j? idvi hrfir\ ra>^r\ v^~\ Nintj^ ij:nN '•33^ 
n3lE'n ^^ nnnCN.i^ Likewise n"), No. 371, mentions nyc ^N 

11 Dr. Cowley (in Catalogue of Hebr. MSS., vol. II, 378, 49) thought that the 
iinjn T'13 ' comprised Nn3"'nt3 Ef'NT KT'ltJ' ^riD and Ho 1 n''J3n nnD'. 
But it is evident that the fragment speaks of Sherira the son of Hananya. 
We find Sherira addressed in this way in n'J, Nos. 315, 339, 371 and 419. 
Poznariski, in ZfUB., X, 143-4, failed to note this, and thus suggested that 
Hananya was Dayan in Bagdad. I have consulted Dr. Cowley on this 
point, who in reply kindly sent me his own copy of the fragment. I find 
that there he also conjectured this. My thanks are due to him for his kind 
permission to extract the lines in the text from his copy. 

'^ Bodl. 2669*, Arabic responsura, is the same as n*J , No. 198. 
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btf^v b^ D'h'^'a D''jn ■'na •'JK' i>N r\2''\ff\ and also in Ittur, I, 61'', 
we read bv im n''3^i bmn in r\'<2 iiw N-intj' an ^»po i'-'BTi^s 
''■'Nn 3-1. Now to explain all these passages to refer ex- 
clusively to the period between Sherira's abdication and 
demise, about 998-1000, when out of deference to the 
retired Gaon his name was inserted in the documents issued 
by the Academy, as Aptowitzer does, is forced. It is more 
likely to assume that Hai, after having been ordained as 
n'SN, looked after the affairs of the Academy at Pumbedita 
while Sherira presided over the hnan l''^ at Bagdad. Thus 
responsa had to be sent up from the Academy to Sherira 
for ratification. After Sherira's death Hai presided over 
the hnjn ^13 at Bagdad, and thus we find him writing 
from this city. Likewise the Gaon Nehemiah (96a) might 
have lived in Bagdad as the president of the supreme 
court. The transfer of the court from Pumbedita to 
Bagdad probably took place during the interregnum of the 
Exilarchate after the death of David b. Zakkai. There 
was need for a central Jewish authority at the capital 
of the empire and as a substitute for the Exilarch's 
supreme court, the NnnoT xaxa (see infra), the Gaon of 
Pumbedita had to transfer his supreme court to Bagdad. 
From the letter of the Exilarch Hezekiah II, dated Nisan, 
i33a(?) Sel.= ioao(?) (published by Kamenetzky, R&J., 
LV, 51-3), we know now about the intervals in the 
occupation of the Exilarchate after David b. Zakkai.^^ 
However, this Exilarch seems to have re-established his 
own supreme court (cp. 1. 24 : TIK' 16^^5^D1 ■'3DD Dl!'K' NC 
" 11. 1-4: in Tin p mw p ji wpm'' p T'H p rxi wpw fo 

nvi'J {^NT ''tWl p. Thus after the death of David b. Zaccai there was an 
interregnum. David's grandson, Hezekiah I, only again assumed the 
dignity. Hezekiah's son, David, again does not bear the title of VT, only 
his son Hezekiah II. 
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'131 pn p 3S dmax [di (i, e. Hai and Sam. b. Hofni) nu'ti'' 
who seems to have been the NnnDT N33T Nm). 

Next to Bagdad there must have been an important 
Jewish community in Basrah, which city was founded in 
635. Owing to its favourable position, Basrah soon became 
the centre of the maritime trade of the empire, especially 
aft?r the foundation of Bagdad, when it was connected 
with this town by means of canals (cp. Aug. Miiller, ibid., 
I, !J35). The Jewish community there was under the juris- 
diction of the Sura Academy, as Nathan tells us in his 
report (Neub., II, 86, bottom). Accordingly we have 
responsa addressed to Basrah by the Sura Geonim R. Moses, 
823 {Geon., II., ai2-i3; therein is also mentioned a small 
Jewish community in n^3in, Obolla) and R. Nahshon, 
874-82 (Geon., II, 33, bottom, and 34, top). Only in the 
time of R. Hai we find questions from Basrah sent to 
the Academy of Pumbedita {Geon., II, 71 ; probably n*3, 
Nos. 221-2, 422 are also by R. Hai). In Geon., II, 71 the 
correspondents of R. Hai state that disciples have learned 
the passage of Talmud, which formed the subject of their 
questions to the Gaon, before the head of the Academy of 
Sura (xniD n3'nD dnt nxT ^Si id^j moN^n).^* Probably this 
refers to Samuel b. Hofni, the last Gaon of Sura. After 
his death in 1034, the scholars of Basrah sent their diiificulties 
to R. Hai. There is no proof for Eppenstein's statement 
{Monatsschrift, 191 1, 469) that after Saadya's death the 
activities of the Sura Academy were continued in Basrah. 
It is true that Saadya's opponent, Joseph bar Satia, not 
being able to keep up the Academy at Sura after Saadya's 

'* Poznaiiski's inference from this passage that ' there was in Pumbedita 
a residence for the scholastic president of Sura' (JQ^-> N.S., III, 416) has 
no foundation, as the responsum came from Basrah. 
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death, settled in Basrah {Letter, p. 40). But it is nowhere 
mentioned that he held any official position there as the 
head of a school. From Nathan's report concerning the 
income which the Exilarchs as well as the academies 
derived from the Babylonian communities (Neub., II, 
86-7), we learn that Jews lived in the districts of Nahrvan 
and Holwan as well as in the provinces of Fars (D"ia) and 
Chorasan. This we find corroborated in Gaonic responsa. 
Sherira and Hai speak of Jews in Media, Persia, and Elam 
(in a responsum published by Harkavy in the periodical 
Dipn, II, p. 89). So also R. Hai in another responsum 
(quoted in DTiyn ISD, ed. Schorr, p. 27) mentions com- 
munities in ' Elam and the islands of Persia '.^' Of particular 

>= . , , r\vs h:h r\n'xh pij? bni B^t? NrntJSK nao ^ [njn 
iitrasi ly ro. pi'^nc one h^ dti '•''{<i xh'''^ pKi niaipD e'-'i. Cp. 

further Geon., II, 279, 11. ia-13. About the Jews of Charasan, cp. Harkavy, 
DTna flDKD(in J'^ijDn, 1879, 81) where he quotes Moses Ibn Ezra in the 
name of Saadya, ni^iJ '33 '•IKE'^ Hip (^33 nii'n pn'i? TWSV) Wai 
. . . |ND"I3 rminob 1N3 IE^N D'-DHCH. From Nathan's report (Neub., 
II, 78) we learn that Charasan belonged to the sphere of influence of the 
Pumbedita Academy and that the deposal and exile of the exilarch Ukba 
was due to his attempt to deprive the academy of the revenue from this 
province. This is corroborated by an interesting responsum by Hai which 
I have copied from Brit. Mus. Add. 27,181 (cp. above, note 7) fol. 15a (n"3). 

3n30 D3^ B''5j> nT3 xsht^ ^n: iDsn ''3 d^jjiv iin ^{ '■sn 3n 3n3i 
ncNH '3 sjfNi ,t''D'''T'f< "I'^B' IK n3in3n ^6^3 N^B> rm^ t^lp^ 
sis rm! pDi 'iDsn nt jn:»3 «''•£' >h^ ^ffiB* ''3S3 pic3 ntnpno 
• n3in3 nyE'3 siiN hb'n thv "V^ i'3 rjnv rxi • nwa ^33 vdcj 
3K'iD3 n5J3Q3 ^tTvh jnjo rmf pD ini'' □''Jtr n»3o n>n }DNm33i 
"\otsh ■i3nn n^i ptw^p m'sai nuyo nuyun um '1113 nwsi nnB>D 
N^N Itrlpi x^E> I1N3 mini 653311 (r. n^d) kjjio ijrpt ini> [pini 
T1D3 131NB' bi TDiT'x n3-i3i onv m Dnm n3in33 i)33 moa 
cipDp !33-n 'nyiN tnp»n ^3 'dnis 1^ pE'cin pke* jni> ipTi ntn 
^31 nrs 3n3» p^'oi' d^int dnx fix •n"'3''D 'wv^ \yi-\ in3ivipSNi 
n3nn pn^K' isr iniosp poniN 10^31 n3in33 ^^ cnpon. We see 
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Jewish communities mention should be made of Nehavend 
from whence the well-known Karaite Benjamin (8oo-8ao), 
and of Isfahan in Persia where the imposter Abu-'Isa 
declared himself Messiah in the reign of the Caliph Abdul- 
Melik, 685-705 (see Gr., V*, 173-5 and note 15). In Nisibis 
there lived a member of the Davidic family who, but 
for an unfortunate evfent, would have succeeded David b. 
Zakkai to the dignity of Exilarch (cf. infra). Among the 
Babylonian Jews there settled a number of Jews from 
foreign countries. A number of Jews, whom Omar drove 
out from Haibar in Arabia (about 640), settled near Kufa 
(Gr.jV*, 119). R. Hai reports a responsum (above, p. 465) 
of Jewish captives from Christian countries that were 
brought to Babylon, probably during the wars the Arabs 
had with the Byzantines in 863-4 (see Epstein on the 
thiXk r\\^r\, p. 31). Finally, owing to the large trade 
carried on between Egypt and Babylon, many Egyptian 
Jews settled in Babylon, as R. Hai tells us in a responsum 
in.Y'j.No. 385, end.i« 

2. The next country to be considered after Babylon is 
Palestine. Very little is known about the conditions of 
the Palestinian Jewry during the Gaonic period (see Gr., 
V*, 17-32, and now also Krauss, Studien zur Byzantinisch- 
jUd. Geschichte, Vienna, 1914, p. i ff.). Some new information 
is to be obtained from Genizah Fragments. The persecu- 
tions which the Palestinian Jews were subjected to under 
Heraclius, immediately preceding the advent of the Arabs, 

thus that it was the Purabedita Gaon, R. Juda b. Mar R. Samuel (906-18), 
the grandfather of Sherira, who induced the Jews of Chorasan to alter 
their custom in uniformity with that of Irak (?33). 

'« IN Niaaw ]''yyw\ h^^h '\'vcrj onsD *3nD }«ixi3 nanni . . , 
■'JNinrubsi "'"oayi'N E!*3B> noa ifisb p psJiui '■J^nrun. This probably 

refers to Jews. 
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are described by a supposed contemporary of R. Jehudai 
of Sura (760). The Byzantine rulers decreed that the 
Palestinian Jews should neither read the Sh'ma nor say 
their prayers, but they allowed them to assemble in the 
synagogues on Sabbath morning for the purpose of reciting 
Psalms.^' As soon as the Arabs conquered Palestine all 
these persecutions were stopped. At the beginning of the 
Muhammedan rule there took place some influx of Arabian 
Jews who were expelled by Muhammed and Omar. A 
part of the Banu Kainuka settled in Palestine in 62,4, 
a group of the Banu Nadir followed them in 625, and 
finally a number of Haibar Jews in 640 (see Gr., V*, 109 
and III ; Leszynsky, Die Juden in Arabien z. Zeit 
Mokammeds, 63, 72-4 and 114). Very little is known of 
the Palestinian Jews in the time of the early Geonim. 
From the fact that R. Aha of Shabha left Babylon for 
Palestine about 760 {Letter, p. ^^ bottom and 36 top), 
where he composed the well-known nin^''Si:>, a collection 

" G^o«.,n,5o-5i(seejA«W., pp. 48f.): THW V't ''Nlin'' ID IDN pi 

pn''iD rni ibi'sn"' sh jiaty n''''ip i^npi n^c b^-W' pK in bv notf 
nnncn nnoiN vm rmwo nDiS noi^ rasj'a nnnr tiiyh ims 
rE'Sjn D31K2 i^^n Dnm nws; i*ni fiDiD3 vam cnpi n»sj» naa'a 
piDjJ^ Diniini tihviyi^'' ik3i n^nnM ^D^ni onx nia^D n'-ix>r\ ni)3B> 

. . . mina. (Cp. Geon., I, 207, top, and II, 420.) Ginzberg (p. 48) 
assumes that the author of the responsum was a Palestinian. This is not 
clear from the fragment ; nor is it certain that it constitutes a part of a 
responsum. It may perhaps be a part of NDSIT iT'T'Dljn lUKD p ilpTS, 
who in his turn was the disciple of Yehudai Geon (cp. especially, Schechter, 
Hoffmann-Festschrift, Hebrew part, 26a). As Ben Bebai's master was 
Yehudai's disciple, it is only natural that Yehudai should figure so 
prominently in Ben Bebai's ilpTB, as we find in the /ragment in Geonica. 
It would be of interest to compare the handwriting of fragment Schechter 
with that of Geon. (T.-S. Loan 97). It should be added that T.-S. 10 K, 
9' also contains a colophon N3N-n N3XnT nniD^'n "11X3 p 'Ip-liS 

ab at \'m ^^-nrf ma -vrhru 

VOL. VII. I i 
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of sermons delivered on Sabbaths, it was inferred that there 
must have existed then Jewish communities in Palestine 
(see Gr., V*, 179-80). Likewise the pilgrim Willibald who 
visited Palestine in 765 writes, ' ibi (Tiberiade) sunt multae 
ecclesiae et synagogae ludaeorum ' (quoted by Graetz, 
ibid.^ lia,, 3). The responsum of R. Jehudai's contemporary, 
mentioned above, adds new information about the Pales- 
tinian Jewry of those times. There existed several 
communities in Palestine and in some of them, including 
Jerusalem, Babylonian Jews that settled there were in 
such considerable numbers, that they could enforce their 
will in matters concerning the ritual of the synagogue.^' 
We learn further from D"l»3, No. 39, that Jews from Africa 
as well as from Babylon married women in Palestine and 
settled there. Probably these Babylonian Jews continued 
their connexions with the Geonim and their Academies. 
Among the countries that sent material support to the 
Babylonian academies Palestine is also included (Ibn Daud, 
ed. Neubauer, p. 67: n"i33B' n'apn DND n3D nn»n pi? mipi 
DnsDi NpnsNi 3ij?Dn j»nKi tisd pso i^in ^^^B' ni3''B'i b^ Dpin 
"lasn pNl). Yet only a few responsa are extant wherein it is 
expressly stated that they were sent to Palestine.^' R. Hai 

w Geon., II, 52, 11. 20-34 = ^^^ nI'N VOK"! mp ■'''N3 DnOIK f'K 

^^ rwnD ijsni a'hwt'o ym nab nnncra nab dihd n^c^a in 
ba ntj'np n»ib nrrbv ib'p'!' is' npiboi nano ww ["sba na 
D'ToiN }^N pKi>aa Dna pnb' "'Na^' nni'sn niano nxtfa bx ai* 
nab d''aiD D''D'ai nae'a Ni'^? nnp. 

" On the other hand, cp. C^pt nnn 55 a (cited by Berliner, Z/ffB., 

IV, 149) : bn 'no n^un pw anDy an ba fonnaip iNaintj* tinxdi 
|D |n^^? ^nx nn''»i nniis nap Ti'sn bn ^k .I'sntJ" fnsD iTnc 

QNin |D n!« aNn. The well-known responsum in JTl, No. 93 (cf. ^*j. 
No. 8, and J'n, No. 166 in the name of Hai) is headed in Or. 1054, fol. 87 a 
(see MargoUouth, Catalogue, III, 509, col. a) bab ilNnif' pK *!}'JS 'IK'nO. 
This can hardly be correct as in the responsum (in J*n and in bj) it is 
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mentions in rt"i , No. 64, a question that reached him from 
•the scholars of Jerusalem' (D''i'Em''3 IB'N Dnunn D''D3nn). 
It is difficult to ascertain who these scholars were and 
whether they held any official dignity. Thanks to the 
Genizah finds we know now a good deal about the 
academy founded in Jerusalem, the heads of which bore 
also the title of 3pj)i pKJ fiy^Sf^ ^tr\ (see now especially 
Poznaiiski, Babylon Geonim, &c., 81 ff.). But it is as yet 
very obscure what relations existed between the Babylonian 
Geonim and the Palestinian Academy. No clear case has 
so far been established that Sherira and Hai corresponded 
with the Palestinian Geonim. It is very doubtful whether 
the letter of Sherira and Hai to a ny^ B>Kn, dated 13th of 
Ab, 1300 Sel. = 989 C.E., and containing the interesting 
passage maxn vi.'V>b mvc nj)i> •'ffc ny>^ t^Ni p ntr'paa 

'131 man D'^DSJa "wrvar/h rm^ p ^3 D>313 was really sent to the 
Palestinian Gaon^ Joseph ha-Cohen, as Dr. Marmorstein, 
who published this letter from a MS. Adler in ZDMG,, 
LXVII, 630, maintains. It is rather strange that the 
letter should end abruptly with flDV '"v without mentioning 
his priestly descent nor his official dignity. It is possible 
that flDV '"b forms the beginning of the next item in the 
MS. Adler which thus requires further investigation.'-"' The 

expressly mentioned WWi p ^33 ^mVi. S)31 Q^OSni. But the above 
heading is overlined in Or., which may denote that it should be deleted. 

'" After having examined this manuscript, I find my doubts about 
Marmorstein's identification fully confirmed. The fragment consists of two 
joined leaves in tlie same handwriting (detached in MS. Adler, No. 4009 ; 
a facsimile of leaf i a is, I understand, to appear in the forthcoming 
Catalogue of Mr. Adler's MSS. Collection). The first half of leaf i a covers 
the part of the letter by Sherira and Hai (to {?"« flJC 3N3 j'). Removed 
from this stands in the middle of the line PIDV w. Then follows on the 
next line a letter by Joseph ibn Abitur, covering the remainder of leaf i a 
and the following three pages. This letter is addressed to Samuel 

li a 
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reading of the Gaon's letter in public need not refer to 
the custom prevailing in Palestine which mostly took place 
on Mount Olivet on Hoshana Rabba, as Poznadski, I.e., 
85-6 thinks. We find in J"n, No. 37, the Gaon Aaron 
ha-Cohen (of Pumbedita, 943) writing to his correspon- 
dents : noyi nsm rh^xm^n ^tJ' roicnn iNip''i D'^iptn ivnp'' laSn 
'131 i3tn''£iE' 'sa i£j>y*i rw^ nj'jj? b)i. 

On the other hand it appears from a letter of the Palesti- 
nian Gaon Solomon b. Jehuda {Saadyana ii^=yQR., XIV, 
483, 11. 42-6) that in his time there arose friction between 
the Babylonian (i. e. Pumbedita) and Palestinian schools over 
their respective spheres of influence in Egypt (Dlpon "itrsa 
DB"! nil ba >:3 wi [nr] idk* bv nnsn dipdd rfn^ •'DE' bv ntn 
"•rbih DnvD pND b*' px na^c*'' db> iipy^ trpn'' ojoxn b» ps '•n 
, , , nn nam ^nbi' lovs?^ ona'' sii'n db* n^ nvn). 

Anyhow, the existence of an Academy in Jerusalem 
since, at least, the middle of the tenth century would 
account for such a small number of responsa having been 
sent to Palestine by the last Pumbedita Geonim. What 
one would like to know is whether the Babylonian Jews 
residing in Palestine, whom we have seen above (p. 474) in 
considerable numbers already in the middle of the eighth 
century, continued throughout the centuries their connexions 
with the academies of their native country. Perhaps further 
Genizah finds will enlighten us concerning this point. 

na'B'NT K'NT b. Joseph 3p5Ji PSJ ^ tJ'NI (cited by Marmorstein, I.e., 
637, n. i). As both letters are in the same handwriting, it is evident that 
they are only copies from the originals. The copyist thus placed SIDT" i? 
in front of Joseph's (ibn Abitur) letter, i. e. written by him ! Hence the 
letter of Sherira and Hai was never addressed to Joseph (ha-Cohen, 
Gaon of Jerusalem). More probably it was sent either to Fustat or Kai- 
rowan ; in both places there existed schools (flla'tJ'^). The remarks of 
Poznaiiski (Babylon. Geonim, 85-6), based on Marmorstein's publication, 
will have to be cancelled. 
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3. The most frequent intercourse, however, the Baby- 
lonian Academies had with the north- African communities 
and also with Spain. We shall begin with Egypt, the 
nearest North-African country on the way from Babylon 
to the Occident. The connexion between Babylon and 
Egypt became the more easy after the conquest of Egypt 
by the Arabs under 'Amr ibn al-'As in 639-42. This 
famous general founded Fustit and connected it with the 
Red Sea by repairing the neglected canal between the 
Nile and the Gulf of Suez (see Aug. Miiller, ibid., I, %(>6). 
In a short time a very important Jewish community sprang 
up there. Already in 750 there existed in Fust^t a Jewish 
community under the leadership of a Babylonian Jew, 
Abu-Ali Hasan of Bagdad (see JQR., XVII, 426-30). 
Many Jews from Babylon as well as from Palestine settled 
there, forming two separate communities, the so-called 
'synagogue of the Babylonians' (pVNIvi'K, D'"'ban DD'-U) 
and the 'synagogue of the Palestinian Jew.=!' (l^axss'i'N, see 
especially Worman, JQR., XVIII, 1-39 ; Bacher, ibid., 564, 
and Poznaiiski, R^J., XLVIII, 157-60). In a fragment 
published by Goldziher, RAJ., LV, 58, we read : ^nt^ WN i:ooi 
riDJDi n''''D5'B>n''n nD''33 ^r\^ nihy»n ni^npn B'i'wsi pyi Tia 
. . . mnNpisN n^npn nai^tsn -i^y noaai D^i'aan (see now also 
Shapira, Milanges H, Derenbourg, i a 1-30). It is only 
natural that the great number of Babylonian Jews in 
Fustdt should have turned to the Babylonian academies 
for religious instruction. Yet only a few responsa of the 
Babylonian Geonim are expressly mentioned as having 
been sent to Egypt. We find chiefly the later Geonim, 
especially Sherira and Hai, maintaining some connexions 
with Egypt.^'^ In a letter from Fustdt to Hai (cited by 

'' Cp. n"3. No. 290, beginning, probably by Sherira and Hai, see £««/«/., 
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Worman, I.e., la) it is mentioned that the synagogue of 
the Babylonians in Fustdt was named after the Pum- 
bedita Academy (nii'npn Mn:N 13»D . . . nhi h^ rO'VD^ cnt 
ina»e« dc b nwnpn o^'ban noyaa nii'i'BnDn).^^ The letter of 
Solomon b. Jehuda (above, p. 476) also tells us of Egyptian 
communities apparently under the influence of the Baby- 
lonian Academy. Of course, Saadya, who hailed from 

43-4 ; n'J, no. 312, by R. Samuel b. Hofni ; ij'J, N0.61, and Q^nViT "ISD, 
ed. Schorr, p. 3, by R. Hai, seems to have been sent to Egypt ; p'J, No. 72, 
fol. 24 a, 1. 6. See also jTl, No. 27, by R. Zemah, probably of Pumbedita, 
872-90. In Wertheimer's ^DP{^' DPHp , p. 72, there are printed the headings 
of nine responsa by Sherira and Hai to Egypt (DaiBT) DnVD^ '•^'BTt pSDH] 
^n 381 \m «Nn IJi^nW Nine U'jnX). Cf. also Pozna6ski, R£:j., 
XLVIII, 161-2 ; LI, 57-8 ; JQR., N.S., III, 462, note 14. 

^ The following lines, which I have copied from this Genizab fragment 
(T.-S. i6'3i8), will bring out more clearly the great reverence in which 
R. Hai was held. [nJBnp D^T fl^JD rh'n'i nTElV -|N[s] ... (5) 

13^^i'K i»on« inn naioi h^-w b pw i''Nn wuni ijna r\^v!^ (6) 
flpn» ini'B'DD Pi''sy»i [dk uiD^tj' ^i'di'i inmtj' T>in^i mipam (7) 
irjnx i>njn inxn p w tin3 ^NnB« 'Jien b nx (S) ins'i 
»P»nvD nisnoa sjf^rm rhs'h^ r\i>^n ins (9) xt'IB' uuii widi 
:n» rini3D3 "i inix eiiDN3 hdd sin (lo) rihs 'J3 e'N-i3i D'3in 
u'jnt?^ lae-D' vni'i'j; 'diids wej-ij; ivtris (n) DiiDjn mi'C'n nnj 
Jjnj Di^tr "1 Dy pw uins ne^ (12) nyi" ins'-c" ij3 bi'i ujiw 
Dr ^!? HKnpn D«i'33n (13) 710333 n'^ijariDn nii'npn uniN wdd 

V^K DD''33n3 (14) PV-I Dp'SH ^B'N Dnjffi -lisi* DH DniD '•3 in3»B^ 

njitrxin (15) rhwsan nN''3 ny rhn ^d' n3'B>D3 dikb'' nons Nim 

. . . DPCIT rO? n3?DD. From lines 13-14 it appears that the honour 
of calling the synagogue by the name of the Academy was given by Hai. 
The correspondents mention a letter which Hai sent to Abraham, styled 
■13n, fjl^K and nS^B^n "I«n3 (11. 21-23 13-inj5 '•bs 1331K3 3Kn3 Til npB 

n3»E«n ^»^3 Dm3N 3ii iio nii'Kn -ann i3'^i;i). very likeiy 

Abraham b. Sahalon is meant here who, as will be shown elsewhere, was 
the spiritual head of the Babylonian community at Fustat, corresponding 
to the dignity of Ephraim b. Shemarya of the Palestinian congregation. 
Abraham's successor was his son Sahalon, styled C]1?K and n73 K'K^. 
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Fayum, must have kept up close relations with his native 
country during the whole period of his Gaonate (cp. e.g. 
JQR., XVI. 290-3, 295-7). 

In discussing the relations of Sherira and Hai with 
Egypt, some remarks must be added on the famous scholars 
Shemarya and his son Elhanan. In spite of the important 
Genizah finds hitherto published, the position these scholars 
held in Egypt and their relations both with the schools 
of Babylon and of Palestine are still not clear enough, and 
require further elucidation. To begin with, it is not yet 
certain whether Shemarya resided at Cairo, as it is generally 
assumed, though without any basis, or at Fustdt (so now 
Poznanski, Babyl. Geonim, p. 98; in INII'p ''B'JN, No. 11, he 
begins with Fustdt and ends up with Cairo). According 
to Ibn Daud, Shemarya, after having been ransomed from 
slavery at Alexandria, settled in DnSD, which generally 
stands for Fust^t ; but the famous account of Ibn Daud 
about the ' four captives ' is now much questioned (cp., e.g. 
Schechter, JQR., XI, 643 ff. and PoznaAski, IKn^p '•B'JN, 
No. 18). We know now that already Shemarya's father 
occupied an official dignity, and very likely in Egypt (see 
yQR., XIX, 729, No. XX: p ^nib" ^a b^ "non mr\ ]inW 
2»B'Nin ann pn^K p W'\'&^ b b^ p JT"! 3k nnoB', and jfQR., 
XI, 643 ff., 1. 24, 110D 3K1 TiDD p pin nx p-in p). Eppen- 
stein's suggestion {Mschr., 191 1, 619-20) that Shemarya 
was a Nagid is hardly likely. All the evidence tends to 
show that he was an eminent scholastic (and not a poli- 
tical) authority. If Shemarya resided at Fustdt, as seems 

» Shemarya is also styled Cton TV\, but here he is called I'DN, 
while his son was already "lion CKT. It thus seems that the title T'aK 
was superior to that of ">*1Dn t^NI, which was probably the same as 
lW>n 3"in (ag. Poznaiiski, JSITp 'tJ'JK, p. 14, note i). 
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more probable, it would be of consequence to ascertain 
over which community he wielded influence, whether the 
Babylonian or the Palestinian congregation.^* This point 
has not yet been considered. From the important frag- 
ment published by Neubauer (5^QR., VI, aaa-3) we gather 
that both Shemarya and his son Elhanan studied at a 
Babylonian Academy, and very likely it was Pumbedita 
(see Halberstam, ibid., 596). There it seems that Shemarya 
obtained the title n"3K (cp. p. 323, 1. 17, iniJDB' i6 p ''^'hl 
nififob m'?, which perhaps means nJtJ'a of the Gaon, i.e. n"3K). 
Thus it would be natural that in Egypt he should have 
represented the interests of the Babylonian Academy. But 
no questions from Shemarya to Babylon have so far been 
preserved. On the other hand, from letters by Sherira, 
addressed probably to Shemarya {Saadyana, XLV and 
XLVI, cp. p. 119, 1. 17 and p. 134, 11. 85-6; see also 
Eppenstein, /. c, pp. 473 ff.), we learn of the Gaon's com- 
plaint that the Academy is neglected as regards material 
support and is not consulted in religious affairs. The 
Gaon reminds his correspondents that their forefathers 
used to send all their religious questions to the Academy 
(p. lao, 11. 13 ff., p. 124, 11. 75 ff.). However, Elhanan, 
Shemarya's son, sent his difficulties both to Hai and 
Samuel b. Hofni (n"j, Nos. i and 314, ^QR., XVIII, 430= 
Geon., II. 59). 

As regards the relations of Shemarya and Elhanan 
with the Palestinian Academy, not enough is so far known 
to render a definite opinion possible. But it appears that 
they were strained. The Gaon Solomon b. Jehuda seems to 

" Shemarya's residence at Fustat would also be borne out by the fact 
that he signs a legal document drawn up at Fustat and dated Tuesday, 
14 Elul, 1002 c. E. (see JQR., XI, 646, note 2). 
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have had a rather unfavourable opinion about Shemarya 
and Elhanan. In the interesting letter to Shemarya b. 
Ephraim (published by Dr. Marmorstein, R&J., LXVIII, 
1 914, 44-5), Solomon b. Jehuda writes : DJ aiK3D b"^ JIJ'' fiDi:i 
(i.e. his own) Dili's iToo iN"i^ :ibK''i nswi D^Jptn h'^ lsdw nwnn 



"naivn ncjjDl nr.^" The Gaon admits that he wrote these 
words, which he declares to have been in accordance 
with the facts p ^3 "h D'TijiD bni nn n^s 13 DJDN) 
'131 iTn). Further, in the somewhat obscure fragment, 
dated Adar (1)333 Sel.= ioao C. E. (published by Kame- 
netzky, RJ&jf., LV, 49-50) we find Elhanan apparently 
trying to constrain the Palestinian Gaon in the carrying 
out of his authority (11. 3-7 : {TNI (pn^N) ^00 ''JK nr-ni 
(r. perhaps 13) li* nijn na''B'''n lyB' ^x 3n3 ucd k3 •'3 (? mon) 
iy nn E>in^ b^ iT-ntn lyi) in' i3v iikj mo hi< nna n^E> ''3 
nUK 06^3 uap' ItTN). By i3V J1N3 it seems that the Pales- 
tinian Gaon is meant (against Poznanski, ibid., 246).^^ 
From these details it will appear that there existed some 
friction between Shemarya and Elhanan on the one side and 
the Palestinian Academy on the other. Here, again, we must 
look forward to further Genizah finds for elucidation. 

4. Turning from Egypt to the next North African 

^ For DiOtipn D'JIK'Nin read D''Dnipn D^trSln. This important 
letter (it is T.S. 13 J 9^ and not 13 I la^), wliich has not been edited with 
sufficient care, will be fully discussed in another connexion. 

" Poznanski (p. 346, note) also noticed that ''3V |1KJ usually denotes 
the Palestinian Gaon (cp. ^3S TOf'^ ; also »3X = Palestine in Saadyana, 89, 
1. b6) ; but he dismissed the suggestion with the statement that the 
Palestinian Academy was not in existence till after 1020. Of course, it is 
now well established that the Palestinian Gaonate dates back much earlier 
(cp. above, pp. 475-76). 
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country, comprising the two Arabic provinces of Ifrikiya 
and Maghreb (modern Tunis, Algiers, and Morocco) we 
find the Jewish communities maintaining throughout the 
greater part of the Gaonic period the closest connexions 
with the Academies of Sura and Pumbedita. There 
existed in these two provinces a group of more or less 
important Jewish communities, viz. Cabes, Nefusa ((Cji^, 
see Yakut, Geographisches Worterbuck, ed. Wiistenfeld, IV, 
800) and Tobna or Tobya in Ifrikiya, as well as Tahert 
(modern Tuggurt), Tlemsen, Ashir, Fez, and Segelmessa in 
Magreb (Morocco). The most important community, how- 
ever, was that of Kairowan (see particularly Poznaiiski's 
article on tNn'p *B>JN, in Harkavy's Festschrift, Hebrew 
Part, 175-220, and also in a separate reprint). We find 
many references in the Gaonic responsa to the ' people of 
Africa ' (Np''nsN ''E'iN), which show that their correspondence 
with the Geonim goes back to a very early date. The 
important responsum of R. Natronai (in J^n , No. 15 = 
Geon., II, 30) was in all probability sent to correspondents 
in Kairowan. The whole geography of the places referred 
to therein points to Kairowan which used to be frequented 
by Jews from Fez and Andalusia.^^ This being so, we 
infer that the Kairowan Jews already had responsa from 
R. Jehudai (760-4) as well as from his disciple R. Haninah. 

"rn, No. 15: Kmnj w'-jiik tw<'q pjnu nniN ■h\m la xijN 
^"\ iNJ»jn an id iJijnN m»'»i nintji ^irn? •■Nn^n* an no No^yn 
panita wn nnj?E'n oina "'sn xeianDa inoj dnb' oinv '^nij oncm 
(Andalusia) D'ijnjK nxpoi dbFo^ u^ob' .npnsK nunc i>a pi dniN 
. . . m nan d'-civ qdk nts *:b» \rh pnoiN us iji>xN pxac^a^ .ppnia 

DaNaC is a corruption for DNDaC (Fez) ; the reading onBl in Geo«., 
II, 30, 1. 17, is still more corrupt ; yet Pozn., JQR., N. S., Ill, 418, regards 
this as the better reading. In Geon., ibid., this responsum is ascribed to 
R. Zemah, probably of Sura, 882-87 c. e. 
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Likewise they sent their questions to the other Sura 
Geonim: R. Moses, 833, R. Cohen Zedek, 845, R. Sar 
Shalom, 849, and R. Natronai, 853 (fn, No. 15).^* Further, 
R. Hilai of Sura (either of 79a or of 835) received 
questions from Kairowan (n"3, No. 199 end : IKVDK' 1D3 
fiN3 iN^'n ID p DninuN i^nb'ej' 1D3 D'JiK'Nnn D'Jiwn nniE^na). 
In short.almost every Gaon of renown, whether of Sura or 
Pumbedita, was consulted in religious as well as in social 
questions by the scholars that lived in Kairowan.^^ 

Besides the Jews that lived in the villages around 
Kairowan (n'j, No. 5), there existed a considerable com- 
munity in Cabes in the time of Sherira and Hai (see 
index to n'l under D3Np ; to No. 59 see the superscription 
from a Bodl. MS. (printed by Neubauer, yQR., VI, 323-4) ; 
nKht!^ r6r\p, Nos. 3-7 : ^pi "Nn uuni? D3np njnn '?'<tiDi2 p, cp. 
Poznadski, Mschr., XLIV, 143-3 ; p"j, No. 85, and V-^ , No. i ; 
Bodl. 2863^" : »S5 ^i N-inc wan mos (Shabb. VI, 3) nNibia 
{"Daspiji) nait^'n. R. Hai mentions a Gaon, R. Abraham of 

*• Poznansld, in his essay, did not consider this responsum in connexion 
with Kairowan. 

2' Of particular scholars that corresponded with Kairowan we may 
mention R. Zemah, the judge at the court of the Exilarch Hisdai b. Natronai 
(Dukes in N'JJn p, IV, 141-a, and n*J, p. 389); R. Zemah, probably the 
Gaon of Pumbedita, 87a (iT'J, No. 210) ; R. Zemah b. ^ayim concerning 
Eldad ha-Dani (printed by Epstein, ^Jln inPN, pp. i ff., and note x, p. 9) ; 
Saadyah corresponded with the Kairowan scholars while he was still in 
Fayum ; R. Dosa, Saadya's son (Wertheimer, nD?B' flSlp, 73) ; but chiefly 
Sherira and Hai (see index to iT'J). Cp. further n"3 , Nos. 234, 389 ; Geon., 
I, 51, note 2. See further OnnD 1B>n, ed. Bloch, p. 193, No. 99 : 'T Hlpn 

icnD lainD brM isd NpnsK nirnDo ixainE' nnwri ^rh itai ijsb 
'^ ana maiB'nn tfNnai maicni ^aa -jiwd \hvwff xpnas »Dan 
wam vQ-tab N'ono xnon Nna'no b«t 'K^i^n: an id na "wnei: 
noao i>nj onwipa ini' npimo iB'nni ^st ^ikc wmn nna mm' 
'131 imi'Na'B' nii5NE». 
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Cabes, in 829 (V'j, No. ^^: b"^ 'D^ap QmiK 10 'a noNi 
D^^pn nn^tj>3 Tiao ^^^ nnDt5>i> o"pK nJE>a n^nt?). In case this 
scholar is identical with the Gaon R. Abraham of Pumbedita 
(816-38), we have then the case of a family from Cabes 
that settled in Babylon one of whose members attained 
the dignity of Gaon. The first Gaon to have sent responsa 
to Cabes was R. Natronai (n"3, No. 67). The Jewish 
community in Nefusa is mentioned in a responsum of 
R. Haninah of Pumbedita, 938, where the Gaon mentions 
that the town was sacked and burned in his time, but was 
soon rebuilt on the return of its former inhabitants, in- 
cluding the Jews (VB", 26 b. No. 36, cp. d"i»3. No. 47 ; s"b», 
99 b, No. I and 56 a, No. 16 probably refer to the same 
event). The existence of Jewish communities in Tobya, 
or Tobna, and Ashir can be inferred from the heading of 
a responsum (quoted by Miiller, Einleii., 54, note 4, begin- 
ning, from a Parma MS.), where it is stated that a number 
of Jews, that settled in Fez and Ashir, were captives from 
Tobya (■i'>tj'N[i] Dsbn tin2'>ni»n ,dnd bnpb kT'IB' 'id nhm^ naicn 
■■aND nriDD iN''antJ'''Ni). In n"3. No. 38, and c"idj. No. 133 
the correspondents from Tlemsen also mention the case of 
Jews that were exiled to Ashir (T'E>N stands for *i'E>K = 
Ashir, see Harkavy, n"3, p. 348 note to p. 15). 

The Geonim also had correspondence with scholars 
from Tahert (n"j. No. 16),^" Tlemsen, Fez, and Segelmessa. 
In Tlemsen there existed an organized community with 
representative scholars in its midst. This we find especially 
the case in time of Sherira and Hai (n"j, Nos. 37-43 ; YkTI, 
II, 31, No. 9; d"id3. No. 133). Fez, as the capital of the 

'" Cp. also the Genizah Book-List III, 1. 13 (published by Pozn., 
Z/UB., XII, 119-20) "NH liUn mnsn mi"NtJ', i.e. questions from 
Tahert sent to Hai Gaon. 
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dynasty founded by Idris, who built the city in 808 (see 
Aug. Muller, ibid., I, 550), must have had a leading Jewish 
community. Yet we find chiefly Sherira and Hai sending 
responsa to this community (n"j, No. 47, end, and No. 386 ; 
Warnheim's avoan nvi3p, 109-10; Geon.,11, 4^)?^ Finally, 
Segelmessa possessed a permanent court, with probably an 
academy, in the time of R. Hai. This fact will show that 
the local Jewish community must have been of some 
importance (cp. the superscription to n"j, Nos: 68-81). 
Several respQnsa reveal the fact that the scholars of Segel- 
messa possessed responsa sent by some other Geonim (n"j , 
Nos. 69 and 71, where R. Zemah, probably of Pumbedita, 
882-7, is mentioned ; cp. further Nos. 70, 77, 79, and 80 ; 
Saadymta, p. 6'i=yQR., XIV, 230, and Goldberg, Intro- 
duction to Ibn Koreish's Risdla, p. xvii). 

5. Of European countries, the country that maintained 
the closest relations with the Babylonian Geonim was 
Spain. The sad plight of the large number of Jews in 
Spain, during the reign of the Goths, was entirely changed 
for the better with the advent of the Arabs in 711. The 
Jews could henceforth occupy in Spain the position to 
which both their numbers and their degree of culture 
entitled them. The large Moslem empire, extending from 
the boundaries of India to Spain, facilitated to a very 
large extent the relations of the Spanish Jews with the 
Babylonian Academies. Though it took more than a year 

31 A letter by Sam. b. Hofni to Fez {JQR., XVIII, 404) alludes to 
persecutions from which the Jews of Fez suffered : DSnjIIDB' ^^<3 pXI 

i'Vi WEnpD Din bv UTiiani'i u'-j'-y lani iDipoo nn''i laaa^ -nnn 
Dn''nin :rvh t^ma wni's ^si wninn^ v">iNon hv\ woy ''33 i-\n 
nail 3''Dn^ oansi wniN om^ B-pni i''3ai>Di . . . OiTaD nma nian^i 
. . . D33iJ'<D DSTnnai' noriji D3>^3n xvif^h Tianh. 
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for a letter from Spain to reach Babylon, as we learn from 
s'e', ao*, No. 1 2, yet very many questions were sent from 
Spain to the Geonim. The connexions between Spain and 
Babylon go back to the times immediately succeeding the 
landing of the Arabs in Spain. Sherira {Letter,, p. ^6) 
reports that the Exilarch Natronai b. Habibai, after his 
deposal (about 772), left Babylon for the West (anyn), which 
most probably refers to Spain, as other sources show (see 
Geon., I, 17, note a). R. Jacob of Sura (801-5) probably 
had correspondence with the Jews of Andalusia (/n, No. 
15, cp. above, p. 48a). Much new information about the 
relations of the Geonim with the Spanish Jews is to be 
found in the interesting Bodleian Genizah Fragment (pub- 
lished by Cowley, JQR., XVIII, 399 ff.). The writer of 
the letter (dated 953), who was a descendant of the Gaon 
R. Paltoi, tells us that several Geonim of Sura on the one 
hand, from R. Zadoc, 823, to R. Nahshon, 874-82, as well 
as several Geonim of Pumbedita, from R. Paltoi, 842-58, 
to R. Cohen-Zedek, 926-35, on the other hand, were fre 
quently consulted by the Spanish Jews. It is further 
stated there that R. Paltoi sent to Spain the whole Talmud, 
together with a commentary on it. Well-known is the 
Prayer Book, the so-called DIDy T\ nno, which R. Amram 
sent to the community of Barcelona (see heading of 
DIDP 3n mo (=5;''-|D) = i5''3, No. rfi)?^ It was only since 
the middle of the tenth century, when R. Moses and his 

'2 Saadya also had correspondence with the Spanish communities, as 
Ibn David (Neub., I, 74) writes: I1»i)J HNIB' t5'3"'3 p TND '1 "h rw\ 

rwxshv:\ mu^si NniDiip %^ \'h''i ainai V'^ \\txi nnjjD t\ h^ 
'■m^ hvrw^ ns? hy\ nhnjn n-pn mn»i n^-atJ'Ni rmxhv\ r\vixis^ 

n'ni3'3D. Perhaps this was a circular epistle in connexion with the 
Ben Meir dispute concerning the calendar. — Saadya's son, Dosa, corre- 
sponded with ^lasdai ibn Shaprut (Ibn Daud, /. c, 66). 



RESPONSA OF THE BABYLONIAN GEONIM — MANN 487 

son R. Enoch flourished in Cordova as heads of a large 
school, that the Spanish Jews became independent of the 
Babylonian Academies with regard to their religious in- 
struction. Few responsa comparatively were therefore sent 
to Spain by Sherira and Hai (see especiallyabout the relations 
of the Geonim with Spain, Eppenstein, Monaisschrift, 1912, 
80-95). Special mention should be made of the intercourse 
which R. Natronai of Sura, 853-6, maintained with the com- 
munity of Lucena. From a responsum of his we learn that 
in his time practically the whole town of Lucena was in- 
habited by Jews. Cordova had also a preponderant majority 
of Jews.^^ From Lucena there came a scholar, R. Elieser, to 
Sura, where he occupied the position of Alluf (cp. n'j. 
No. 386 ; V*E>, 3 a, No. 17 ; 25 a, No. 15; and xrm an 110, 
ed. Warsaw, 38 a). 

6. Only scanty information is to be obtained about the 
other countries to which the influence of the Geonim 
extended. A Genizah fragment (published in Geon., II, 57, 
top) establishes the fact that Sherira as well as Hai carried 
on correspondence with the famous Rabbi Meshullam b. 
Kalonymos of Lucca in Italy (310 p th'\'&a aiD nhv.^ 
'•'•Nni 11NJ KinK* u'lni' .-uj-ia y^vfi ik'n T\y\b nanoD DiD^j^i^ipax 
V'f y"H). This superscription proves that Rappoport was 
right in his suggestion {Bikkitre ha 'Ittim, 1839, 91, and 
Introduction to p'J, 12 b) that R. Meshullam lived in Lucca. 
Graetz's (V*, 545, note 2) contention that he lived in 

»» D'Oan nSiap, ed. Wamheim, 100 : K'M bvTW^ DipO ■n'SD'h^ p'-ac 

naiDipi ii'''aK ■'NI . . . ip'j; I'D la na'jn pxi . . . nam bvr&^ na 
13JJD !5Kj;k32'»i anno bvrw\ nia^o nipo D'i'E' ntn na-ia nM. Cp. 

also D*103, No. a6: IDIKE' 13 ill fN i13ND''^1N D^DC niDD . . . 

. . . nyhv. 
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Zalcona, Catalonia, is thus disposed of by the above 
Genizah Fragment.^* These connexions between Italian- 
French scholars and Babylonian Academies can be traced 
to still earlier times. The responsum in p"i, No. Ii8, the 
last of the group of responsa assigned to Kalonymos, ends 
with nnnTiOD lana pi, which probably refers to one of two 
famous academies of Babylon. R. Natronai's reference in 
"£"&, aob, No. I a (see above, p. 486) to rujia also shows that 
the Geonim stood in correspondence with the Jews in 
southern France and Italy.*' There are several references 
in the responsa to Qnx 'D3n ' the scholars of Edom ', which 
name denoted all countries under Christian rule, especially 
Italy and the Byzantine Empire.^* In particular, corre- 
spondents from Kairowan to Sherira and Hai refer to 
these ' scholars of Edom ', by whom in all probability 
Italian scholars are meant.*^ From n"3, No. 225, we learn 
that there came to R. Hai disciples from Constantinople 

'* Cp. further on this point MQller, Responsen des R. Kalonymos aus 
Lucca., pp. 2-3, and Responsen des /?. Meschullam, p. 4 ; Epstein, R£J., 
XXIV, 149-51, and XXVII, 81-90 ; Gross., Monatsschrift, 1878, 349. 

^ nJJIS used to denote both France and Italy (cp. Geon., II, 55). 

36 Cp. also xnn nvtJ', § 8a : nc '-b 'i-y^n^ ''lyn '333 ^"'p k^i 

pXJ D17B'. We thus find this Gaon already corresponding with Italian 
scholars. But we should have expected the Gaon sending the responsum 
to the scholars of Rome, and not the reverse (la'EJ'nB'). 

s' Cp. R. Hai (in Rabed's WV^ &''»n, No. 119): pnVH 13''3'1 i'StJ' 
nns <D3n Oy W-\y\ "h 1"Qn O , , . b"\ -, further, in Ashkenazi's DJ>D 

D^Jpt, 57 f- : '3 DnanaB' nti . . . anx ps •'ddhdi '"x ^dohd noa o 

'"KDI 'K)l-1» O'VM tl^b ITian. From »"10J, No. 34, it appears that there 
came to the academy of Kairowan disciples from Italy ; but the place 
of provenance of the question is not certain. Miiller's note (No. i) is 
impossible, since the Gaon speaks of disciples, who came to the place of 
the correspondents. 



RESPONSA OF THE BABYLONIAN GEONIM— MANN 489 

One responsum (ascribed in n't?, No. 230, to R. Mattithiah 
of Pumbedita, 861-9, but in -\"vn, II, 57, No. 4, to R. Hai) 
deals with the question of feeding the silk-worms on the 
Sabbath. This responsum was probably sent to Greece, 
where the cultivation of silk was very common (see Gr. 
V*, 356, note I, and now also Krauss, I.e., 74, note i). 
Finally Sherira and Hai received questions from Wadi'l 
Kurd in Arabia (n":, aoi-3 and Geon., II, 61). Since the 
expulsion of the Jews from Arabia by Mohammed and 
Omar, this is the first reference made to a Jewish com- 
munity in that country. The existence of a community 
in Wadi'l Kurd in the time of Sherira and Hai tends to 
strengthen the opinion of those scholars who maintain that 
Omar drove out in 640 the Jews of Haibar only, but not 
those of Wadi'l Kurd (see Harkavy, n'j , 397, and Leszynsky, 
op. cit., 113)- Leszynsky states from Arabic sources that 
still about the year 1000 the majority of the inhabitants 
of Wadi'l Kurd were Jews (see now also Friedlaender, 

yQie.,N.s., 1, 249-51)- 

The whole of this chapter forms a kind of an' introduc- 
tion to the following investigations. In order to obtain 
a picture of the life of the Jewry of that period, as far as 
can be gathered from the Gaonic responsa, it was necessary 
to give a prefatory sketch of the extent of the influence 
of the Geonim on the Jewry all over the Diaspora. In 
two of the responsa collections, p"3 and D'lD), there is 
incorporated a considerable number of responsa sent by 
Spanish and Italian-French scholars who were contem- 
poraries of Sherira and Hai. These responsa contain 
important material for the knowledge of the life of the 
Jews in Spain and southern France. Since in the time 
VOL. VII. K k 
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of Sherira the Jews of these countries became more and 
more independent in religious instruction of the Baby- 
lonian Academies, the responsa of the above scholars had 
to be used for supplementing the material required for the 
purpose of this treatise. 



{To be continued) 



